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Synopsis

Open Book: The Inside Track to Law School Success, 2E is a book that every JD and LLM law
student needs to read, either before classes start or as they get going in their 1L year. Now in an
expanded second edition, the book explains in a clear and easygoing, conversational manner what
law professors expect from their students both in classes and exams. The authors, award-winning
teachers with a wealth of classroom experience, give students an inside look at law school by
explaining how, despite appearances to the contrary, classes connect to exams and exams connect
to the practice of law.Open Book introduces them to the basic structure of our legal system and to
the distinctive features of legal reasoning. To prepare students for exams, the book explains in clear
and careful detail what exams are designed to test. It then devotes a single, clearly written chapter
to each step of the process of answering exams. It also contains a wealth of material, both in the
book and digitally, on preparing for exams.Finally, and perhaps most importantly, Open Book comes
with a free suite of 18 actual law school exams in Civil Procedure, Constitutional Law, Contracts,
Criminal Law, Property and Torts, written and administered by law professors. These exams include
not only questions, but: (1) annotations from the professors explaining what they were looking for;
(2) model answers written by the professors themselves; and (3) actual student answers, with
professor comments that explain why certain answers were stronger of weaker. As Open Book
explains, there is no better way to prepare for exams than by practicing, and these unique materials

will enable students to get the most out of their pre-exam practice.
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Customer Reviews

This is a book that will help law students get law school, not just law school exams. It really captures
what it means to think like a lawyer. --Amy Coney Barrett, Professor of Law, Notre Dame Law
Schoollf future and current law students pick only one book to read to support their law school
success, it should definitely be Open Book! --Leah A. Plunkett, Associate Professor of Legal Skills &
Director of Academic Success, University of New Hampshire School of LawThis is the one single
book | recommend | urge incoming LLM students to read before classes start and reread during the
semester and close to exams. It should be mandatory reading for all incoming LLM students.

--Lourdes Olvera-Marshall, Associate Director, Graduate Affairs, NYU School of Law

There is an additional group of people who should buy this book. It says it's aimed at new law
school students, those about to attend and those already in their first year of law school. This is a
superlative book for those students, and can easily be the difference for many as to how well they
succeed in law school and how well they enjoy it. However, | also strongly recommend this book to
anyone who is considering whether or not to apply to law school, or to become a pre-law
undergrad.This book will give you clear ideas of both what law school will be like, and what it will be

like to practice law. For prospective law students, this book is near perfection.

Excellent Resource for Incoming Law Students!Professors Friedman and Goldberg break down the
essentials on doing well in and out of the classroom. They bridge the gap between classroom
lectures, final exams, and legal practice. What better way to learn about expectations in the
classroom and on exams than from law professors themselves. The included online content
provides a wealth of additional outlines, case summaries, and sample exams for students to
examine. A must read for any law student wanting to make the most of their educational experience.
A+

As someone who has little familiarity with law school exams or classes -- | studied biology in
undergrad -- | found this book quite helpful. The book anticipated the first classes of school well,
explaining the fundamentals of common law systems and of U.S. court hierarchy. Essentially, the
authors answer a lot of readers’ "dumb" questions so they don’t have to be asked in class. From

there, they proceed to explaining how to brief cases and study for exams. I've yet to take my first



exams, so | can't attest to how well the authors’ advice works, but | feel better prepared.The writing
throughout is humorous and clear. There is a fair amount of repetition of key points, but this serves

to drive important ideas home. | recommend as a friendly, unintimidating beginning to law school!

It's a great book but | recommend buying a paper version, not the kindle edition, so you can get the

access for a website with great exam help materials. | wish | didn’t buy kindle!

This is a great book. | am a 1L and this book was a game changer for me, | just wish | had started

reading it earlier in the semester. Reading it again now over winter break.

Very good advice! Information was clear and accurate. Easy to read.

Good read

Just as described.
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